
THE BIG PATHWATCH – REVIEW, SHARE, REPAIR

This summer the Ramblers will be calling on all walkers to help with its biggest and most ambitious 
footpath survey. The Big Pathwatch is the only project that aims not only to walk every right of way in 

England and Wales to find out what state the paths are in, but also to help fix any problems. 
Walkers will be able to download the free Big Pathwatch smartphone app and share their experiences 
as they walk every right of way within a specific grid square.  There will also be the option to print off a 
survey from the website, and then upload findings to the website afterwards. Those with smartphones will 
be asked to share the positive features of the walk, the beautiful views or interesting landscapes they see, 
as well as noting any problems they encounter.  The results of the Big Pathwatch will allow the Ramblers 
to create a comprehensive report on the state of the path network, which will be used to campaign for its 
upkeep, and to inform local authorities.
Importantly, the results will enable the Ramblers to come up with other long term solutions to ensure the 
path network is protected for years to come.
The project will be officially launched on 13 July, and all Ramblers members will be encouraged to sign 
up and pick a square to survey. Keep an eye out for pre-registration on the Ramblers website http://www.
ramblers.org.uk/pathwatch 
If you would like to be kept informed of developments, or need more information, please contact Jan 
Wardell (details page 11).
The Big Pathwatch is generously funded by the Ramblers Holidays Charitable Trust. 

Jan Wardell

AREA PUBLICITY – MEMBERSHIP IS ON THE UP – KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK

Yes – we’ve done it!  A year after I reported that the rate of membership decline had slowed, I can 
now report that Dorset Ramblers Membership has been up for each of the six months ending with 

February 2015.  This has reversed the previous 11 month decline – no mean feat.  I want to thank all 
the volunteers who’ve helped out with publicity activities in the past year.  There is still a lot to be done, 
membership increase has only been in single figures for most months.  
I’m now looking to focus the retention of existing members and promotion of the Ramblers’ brand to 
the public.  We’ve got a great opportunity this year with our double celebration of the Ramblers’ 80th 
birthday and the 20th anniversary of the Jubilee Trail. I’m keen to find out which newspapers publish 
our press releases so if anybody sees a reference to either of the above then please let me know at 
dorsetareapublicity@hotmail.co.uk or on 01202 315320.
As ever we’ve taken a stall at the Dorset County Show on the weekend of 5th-6th September 2015.  The 
Gillingham Walking Festival is on the same weekend so Jan Wardell and I will need all the volunteers we 
can find – so please get in touch using the contact details above.  We’re always looking for new events 
to attend, so let us know of any other suitable outdoor-themed events that might want an additional stall 
next year – preferably not events in early September.
Finally, we’d love to have feedback on what the Ramblers does well and/or what else we should be 
providing for our members or the public in general.  Retaining the loyal members we have is as important 
as attracting new ones, and at the moment we have no information on what this requires.  Any ideas 
gratefully received on the above contact details. Thank you. 

Cheryl Whittle
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THE RAMBLINGS OF THREE RUSTY ZIPS & CATHAY

An occasional series on the meanderings of three late middle-aged 
gentlemen and a papillon through Dorset and beyond.

Part two of the 293 mile Monarch’s Way walk from Castle Cary to 
Shoreham-on-Sea.                   

(Ed Part one is in Footnotes 69).

The Monarch’s Way – Stage 12 Trent to Wincanton (14 miles)
Early February 2012; a very cold day with temperatures just below 
freezing and a bitterly cold wind necessitated gloves and outdoor 
gear not worn for many a long day. It was a beautiful sunny day with 
extensive views looking over to the Dorset hills. We had previously 
checked that The Kings Arms at Charlton Horethorne was open 
and dog friendly; on arrival we were greeted as special visitors and told not to remove our boots. After 
a substantial lunch washed down with a couple of pints of real ale we meandered along for a couple of 
hours to our destination at The Nog Inn at Wincanton. Here spouse Diana and daughter Jenny were 
waiting to transport us back to Trent.

The Monarch’s Way – Stage 13 Wincanton to Hindon (15½ miles)
We arrived in the mist at Wincanton. As the sun did not break through until lunch time there were no 
views to be had and reliance on waymarks was greater than usual. However we eventually found our 
way to The Butt of Sherry in Mere, a typical town pub with good beer, basic pub grub, and a very friendly 
Dutch couple as landlords. Suitably refreshed we set off in weak sunshine to walk the remaining 6½ miles 
to Hindon. The route took us close to East Knoyle, the birthplace of Christopher Wren, from where we 
followed downland tops with expansive views all around. We were met at The Grosvenor Arms by Diana 
and friend to be chauffeured back to Wincanton.

The Monarch’s Way – Stage 14 Hindon to Great Wishford (14½ miles)
We set off in high spirits on a warm dry March day to be informed later that this had been one of the 
warmest March days recorded. Easy going with gentle hill climbs. As the official route traverses some 
quite remote areas with virtually no habitation we made a diversion to Chilmark for lunch at The Black 
Dog. After a pleasant lunch washed down with Wadsworth’s 6X we retraced our steps back to the trail 
and continued along the Ox Drove to Great Wishford. Here we crossed the road to rendezvous with 
spouse Diana at The Swan in Stotford for tea and cake before being driven back to our car in Hindon.

The Monarch’s Way – Stage 15 Great Wishford to Middle Winterslow (14½ miles)
We arrived at Great Wishford on a dry but overcast day. The morning walk was across beautiful Wiltshire 
downland with outstanding views but unfortunately the dull weather prevented us from spying the spire 
of Salisbury cathedral which can be seen on a clear day. We soon reached the Woodford Valley and 
from the hill we could just see the roof and chimneys of Heale House where Charles II found refuge on 
his escape to Shoreham. Due to time constraints we did not stop off at the house but continued to the 
Winterborne Arms at Dauntsey for a fine lunch and real ale. Our journey then took us across the Iron 
Age hill fort Figsbury Ring and the A30 to our destination – The Lion’s Head Inn at Middle Winterslow. 
Unfortunately the hostelry did not open until later in the evening and spouse Diana had had to wait in 
her car for our arrival.

The Monarch’s Way – Stage 16 Middle Winterslow to Mottisfont (13 miles)
After the wettest April on record the rain showed no sign of abating as we drove to the start of this stage 
at The Lion’s Head Inn. However as we set off at 10:00 the rain ceased and remained dry until light rain 
started just before our lunch stop at The Boot Inn, Houghton. The Boot Inn is a pleasant community pub 
with good beer and excellent pub grub. Reluctantly we decided we had to leave and as we started to 
don our waterproofs the rain miraculously stopped and it remained dry for the rest of the day. We were 
met at Mottisfont Abbey by Diana with a well-deserved cuppa at the National Trust teashop before being 
driven back to our car.  

The Monarch’s Way – Stage 17 Mottisfont to Owlsbury (17½ miles)
We caught the 08:20 train from Wool to Southampton where we changed for the 09:37 train to Mottisfont. 
From the station we walked to the trail and followed 10 miles of pleasant verdant views culminating in a 

	  



woodland walk into Hursley where we lunched at The Dolphin. The afternoon walk was a lovely mix of 
fields, bridleways, rivers and downland. In particular Shawford Down was a delightful place at the top of 
an escarpment with outstanding views across the countryside with Winchester cathedral just visible. At 
Owlsbury we were met by spouse Kim who had been working in London. 

The Monarch’s Way – Stage 18 Owlsbury to Hambledon (20 miles)
We left Dorset at 08:00 for the drive to Owlsbury. The previous three weeks had given us the wettest June 
for a century and the forecast was not good. The morning walk contained a wide variety of walking from 
fields and woods to tracks and downs and though overcast and threatening the rain did not start until close 
to lunch. After donning waterproofs in a nearby barn we continued to our lunch stop. However due to the 
heavy rain we missed a left turn and added two miles to our walk. Using smartphone technology we soon 
located our position and with Tim’s excellent map reading we were soon back on course to arrive at The 
George & Falcon in Warnford. After an excellent lunch the sun appeared and we set off in high hopes for 
a rain free afternoon. Some hopes! At around 16:30 the weather changed and heavy rain made the last 
few miles very unpleasant; so unpleasant we did not even stop to admire the cricket monument as we 
aimed for The Bat & Ball pub. At the Bat & Ball the bedraggled zips and papillon removed waterproofs 
and soaked in the warmth of the pub as we waited for our taxi to Owlsbury and thence back to Dorset.

The Monarch’s Way – Stage 19  Hambledon to Rowlands Castle (10 miles)
This stage did not go to plan. We left Dorset at 08:00 with Tim driving to The Bat & Ball. Rain was promised 
but kept dry all morning. The walk to Rowlands Castle was unexceptional; the northwards pressure of 
suburban Portsmouth always intruding. At The Robin Hood pub in Rowlands Castle we settled down 
to lunch waiting to be joined by an old school friend, Roy, who lives in the area, for the onward walk to 
West Dean. However as we were finishing lunch Tim received a message saying his elderly parents 
were ill. Consequently we aborted the afternoon walk, were driven back to The Bat & Ball by Roy’s wife 
and returned home. 

The Monarch’s Way – Stage 20  Rowlands Castle to Eartham (18 miles)
We left Dorset at 07:00 and drove to my friend’s house at Forestside for a full English breakfast cooked 
by his delightful wife Lin. After breakfast two cars drove to Eartham, leaving our car in the village with 
Lin driving us back to the start at Rowland’s Castle. What a dramatic start this was – walking through 
The Avenue in Stansted Forest followed by a stroll through parkland, Kingly Vale Forest and a National 
Nature Reserve. The descent to West Dean was preceded by more downland walking. There being no 
nearby pubs – the rapid closure of rural pubs being most noticeable in this area – meant a beer free lunch 
in the tea shop of West Dean College gardens. After our light lunch we started an afternoon walk with 
breath-taking views and ancient woodlands firstly passing through The Trundle, a Neolithic settlement; 
shortly after as we approached a trig point Goodwood Racecourse hoved in to view. Surprisingly it was 
not a blot on the landscape but seemed to “belong”. Perhaps this is why it is known in the racing fraternity 
as “Glorious Goodwood”. Continuing on our way we finally arrived at The George & Dragon in Eartham 
for a welcome jug of cider. With our thirst quenched we drove to our B&B in Fontmell. Unfortunately the 
nearby hostelry, The Stable Inn, was not dog friendly so poor little Cathay had to remain behind in the 
car while we had an enjoyable evening meal laced with plenty of real ale. 

The Monarch’s Way – Stage 21 Eartham to Findon (19 miles)
A glorious August morning welcomed us as we entered the breakfast room of our B&B. After the traditional 
full English breakfast we drove to Eartham and had a superb mornings walking over downs, along the 
River Arun and through Arundel Castle parkland. Lunch was had at The Swan Hotel, a pleasant enough 
hostelry with limited real ale on tap. The afternoon was another downland walk in superb walking conditions 
ending at our accommodation, Findon Manor. Here we were met by Tim’s brother who ferried us back to 
the car at Eartham, then in convoy back to park our car at the end of the next day’s stage, finally back to 
Findon where we all had an evening meal. Cathay was the star and Tim’s sister-in-law, Anne, threatened 
to kidnap the little papillon!.

The Monarch’s Way – Stage 22 Findon to Upper Beeding (8½ miles)
A short morning walk this Saturday as we all had engagements later that day. After another excellent 
breakfast we set out on a cloudy but muggy day but with glorious view points along the way. Some ¼mile 
of the Monarch’s Way is coterminous with the South Downs Way and we were reminded of this some 
twelve months later. Reaching Upper Beeding we collected the car and drove to Findon Manor to reclaim 
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our bags and eat lunch in The Gunn Inn opposite before driving home to Dorset.

The Monarch’s Way – Stage 23 Upper Beeding to Shoreham-on-Sea (18 miles)
We left Dorset by car at 07:00 for the 2½ hour drive to Upper Beeding. We stopped enroute at a road side 
burger van for bacon butties and Cathay the papillon was treated to two sausages by the friendly van 
man. The day was sunny with a cool breeze making walking the eight miles over the downs very pleasant. 
However the urban coastal sprawl was ever visible. Entering the suburbs of Brighton we stopped for lunch 
at The Hove Park pub where we were joined by Tim’s brother. After a very good value lunch, with a filling 
cheese omelette under a fiver, we set off on the final stage to the end of The Monarch’s Way. The route 
took us through the centre of Brighton and along the promenade to Shoreham Harbour. On reaching the 
end of The Monarch’s Way we were disappointed not to find a plaque stating this was the end of the 615 
mile long distance path. We then walked 1½ miles through an industrial area to a friendly town centre pub 
to be met by Anne for a lift back to our car in Upper Beeding. A long, tiring but exhilarating day leaving 
us wondering what adventure we could plan for the coming winter.

Laurie Fairhurst
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Voluntary Sector Printers
For Twenty Six Years Amberwood Graphics 

has been providing printing to the voluntary sector.
If you would like a quote for your newsletter or other printing needs 

please contact Stewart on amberw00d134@aic.co.uk 

OR (01929) 554482
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Poetry in Motion?

In April 2014, my old college friend and I did a stretch of the South West Coastal path. It was 
a lovely week’s walk despite mixed weather. My friend is very loyal and is a great companion. 

All she asks is that walks be kept to a 12 mile a day limit. Mostly I complied with her request 
or found her another means of transport. The one day where I could not find any way out was, 
of course, the most difficult stretch from St Ives round to Pendeen. It was 15 miles whichever 
way you looked at it, and that was not counting the inevitable detours due to terrain and 
missed signposts!!  It was also a very wet day when the mist hung low and visibility was poor.
We survived and remain good friends but it was a memorable day and one that prompted me 
to write a short “ditty” on the train home from Penzance.

On the train

Oh hail to Hayle as we cross the river,

The sandy estuary stretches out to the sea.

We thought that day was the worst one ever,

But we knew not what the next would be!!

The word used in the book was STRENUOUS

If so, my understanding’s tenuous

“challenging limbs”, and “not for faint hearted”

(Yes) But this from normal walking departed.

Bog asphodel and wild mint to eat,

Rare orchids to spot amongst the granite,

Passed us by as we struggled for balance,

On boulders, in bogs, and no acorns for guidance.

The rest of the walks were idyllic and pretty,

We learnt about surfing and sets and a ditty,

“where there are surfers there’s always a caf’

Where there are cliffs the provision is naff!”

What will we think about now we are home?

Lighthouses, coves, long paths that roam,

The granite, the steps, the wild flower displays,

The sun and the way the rock catches its rays?

Whatever it is we recall as the best

It was great to walk with you…and now have a rest!!!!!

                  Sally Morgan (SDG)

The Ramblers’ Association Dorset area is a part of the Ramblers’ Association, a registered charity (England and 
Wales number 1093577, Scotland SC039799) and a company limited by guarantee in England and Wales (number 

4458492). Registered Office: 2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW
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Dorset Area - Inter Group Walks Sunday 12th July 2015
Choose a walk (or make your own way to the venue) and meet for a picnic at

Giant Hill, Cerne Abbas, GR ST 668 023 between 12.30pm and 1.00pm (Explorer Map 117)

North Dorset Group
Meeting Place: Minterne Magna CP. GR ST 658 043 
Start time: 10.00am Distance: 9 miles Moderate – 1200ft total ascent. 
 Telegraph Hill, Gore Hill, Wessex Ridgeway and Giant View
Leader: Bruce Marriot 01258 817942 mob: 07746 586346 (day of walk only) 

East Dorset Group
Meeting Place: Piddletrenthide, dispersed parking, meet at Post Office GR SY 704 997
Start time: 9:30am Distance: 9 miles Moderate 
 Dorset Ridgeway and Giant Hill
Leaders: Margaret Kettlewell and Morven Spence
 T: 01202 522467 and T: 01202 887494 M: 07889 246685 (day of walk only)

Dorset Young Walkers
Meeting Place: Hermitage Village Hall GR ST 649 072
Start Time: 10.15am to walk out at 10.30am   Distance: 8.5 miles     Moderate - Hilly 
 Lyon’s Gate, Little Minterne Hill, Upcerne and Penn Wood
 Share cars if possible
Leader: Cheryl Whittle  M: 07765 497887

South Dorset Group
Meeting Place: Hillfield Hill CP (viewpoint) GR ST 635 039 
Start time: 10.00am Distance: 9.5 miles Moderate – 2 steep ascents
 Wessex Ridgeway, Cerne Abbas and Dogbury Gate
 Dogs by arrangement with leader
Leader: Kate Gocher T: 01305 772126 M: 07733 171499

West Dorset Group
Meeting Place: Sydling St Nicholas, meet at bus shelter GR SY 630 993       DT2 9PA
 Roadside parking in Church Lane (or if a service) down lane near Village Hall
Start time: 10.30am Distance: 7 to 8 mileS - Moderate
 Up Sydling, Wessex Ridgeway and Nether Cerne
Leader: Cynthia Whyte T: 01300 320346 M: 07733 004689

4050 Walkers
Meeting Place: Buckland Newton Village Hall CP. ST 693 053. DT2 7BZ
Start time: 10.30am  Distance: 8 miles Moderate – Some hills
 Ridge Hill, Minterne Pava and Wessex Ridgeway
 Pub stop at the Gaggle of Geese  
Leader: Sonia Booth M: 07841 748399

East Dorset Group
Meeting Place: Warden Close lay-by (A37) GR ST 605 031
Start time: 9.30am Distance: 15 miles Strenuous – Hilly: Ascent / Descent 2,140ft
 Up Sydling, Cerne Park, Minterne Pava and Batcombe
Leader: Jason Shouler T: 01202 380413 M: 07954 590120

Kate Gocher

Don’t forget to bring a packed lunch and plenty of drink if the weather is hot.
No dogs unless otherwise stated.
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Footnotes is available by e-mail.  Just send me an e-mail to footnotes@dorset-ramblers.org.uk 
and also tell me which Dorset Ramblers Group you belong to. Until the E-Footnotes numbers build 
up to a level where separation from the general mailing is worthwhile those electing for E-Footnotes 
will receive both versions.

The Hardy Way – A 19th-Century Pilgrimage
by Margaret Marande

Published to coincide with the new Hardy film Far From the Madding Crowd
“Can’t praise the guidebook highly enough” – Country Walking magazine

The Hardy Way was first published in 1995. It was one of the first guide 
books ever to combine a long distance walk with the novels and poems 

of one of England’s literary greats.  It was re-published as a revised and 
updated version on 8th April 2015 to coincide with the new blockbuster film 
‘Far From the Madding Crowd’.
The 220 mile long distance path through Thomas Hardy’s Wessex is a unique 
walk through Dorset and Wiltshire with his words as commentary alongside 
the route directions.  For example, in the novel ‘Far From the Madding Crowd’ 
one still moist night Farmer Gabriel Oak’s sheep plunge to their deaths in 
a chalk pit driven by a rogue sheepdog not far from lonely Toller Down. 
The Hardy Way climbs a deep dry valley in the rolling hill country of West 
Dorset in a landscape alternately wild and intimate overlooked by dramatic 
Toller Down.  The walker / reader can therefore breathe life once again into 
Hardy’s words as they journey through his landscape.
The walk begins at Hardy’s birthplace and its circuit ends in the nearby churchyard where his heart lies 
buried.  En route there is a wealth of history, wildlife, landscape and literature.
June 2015 celebrates the 175th anniversary of Hardy’s birth, which will attract Hardy admirers from 
across the world.
The Hardy Way, A 19th Century Pilgrimage is priced at £9.95.  It is available online from Amazon, the 
Great British Bookshop, from all good bookshops and of course from TICs.
For further information please contact Margaret Marande margaret@lizampairee.com, 01747 811284 or 
07768233174. Margaret Marande has worked on Thomas Hardy projects with Dorset County Council 
and the Thomas Hardy Society.

	  

General Council 2015 – Cambridge – Good, Excellent and Chaotic

General Council  2015 was held at Robinson College, University of Cambridge on 28/29 March 2015, 
Jan Wardell and Margaret Kettlewell attended as the Dorset Area delegates and Kate Gocher and Mike 

Heckford attended as visitors.  The good part was the accommodation, conference facilities and catering.
The excellent and the highlight of the weekend was an event that was entitled in the programme as ‘Kate 
Ashbrook in conversation with Dame Fiona Reynolds’.
The Chaotic, well to describe the rest of General Council as chaotic is unfair but certainly parts were. 
Jonathan Kipling, the Board of Trustees’ Chairman, was unable to attend and chairmanship was left to 
an inexperienced Vice Chairman.
There were nine motions. The major debate was on two special motions on ‘One member, one vote’ and 
it was obvious from the outset that there would be strong opposition and procedural issues. There were 
problems which resulted in the motion being sensibly withdrawn. This was after a straw poll indicated 
that the motions were unlikely to succeed in getting the necessary 75% vote in favour. It is likely that the 
motion(s) will come again before the General Council 2016. Five further motions were moved, debated 
and carried. The subjects being: ‘Ramblers Vision’ (for the next 10 years), ‘Governance consideration’- 
(delayed for another year), ‘80th year congratulations’, ‘2026 – cut-off ’- (let’s get a move on) and ‘Fracking’. 
Two further motions on ‘Pedestrians and Cycles’ and ‘Rail Crossings’ were remitted to be dealt with by 
the Board of Trustees as time prevented debate.
              Mike Heckford

[Ed: This is an extract from Mike’s Report – Full report in the next issue]
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the Isles of Scilly.....

outstandingly beautiful, uncrowded and unspoilt

the perfect walking destination

a place like nowhere else in England!

Carn Ithen – luxury self catering.....

comfortable apartment  • sleeps 4
two ensuite bedrooms  •  close to beach

www.carnithen.co.uk  •  hudsons@carnithen.co.uk

Ramblers – East Dorset Group
Purbeck Plod – Sunday 28 June 2015

Start at Swanage Pier at 08.30 walkers (09.30 runners)
(Entry on the day – Please arrive at least 15 minutes earlier)

25 miles via SWCP, Kimmeridge, Ridgeway Hill, Corfe Castle, 
Nine Barrow Down, Ballard Down. Finish by 20.00 at All Saints Church Hall, Swanage

A shorter 16 mile route is available for walkers only
Entries and Information – please contact Event Secretary, 76 Bloxworth Road, Poole BH12 4BW

email PurbeckPlod@eastdorsetramblers.org.uk or click on the Purbeck Plod page on line 
www.eastdorsetramblers.org.uk

Can you help on the day please? 
We need marshals to help out at the Start and Finish and at Checkpoints.

Please contact Lister Jackson – 01202 690495
Email - ljac14@virginmedia.com

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY – YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

This is a short guide to the activities you can (and cannot) undertake on a Public Rights 
of Way.  Legally, PROWs are part of the Queen’s Highway and are subject to the same 

protection in law as all other highways, including trunk roads.
Definitions 
Footpaths are open only to walkers – this includes a person who uses manual or powered 
mobility aids such as a wheelchair or scooter. (Yellow arrows).
Bridleways are open to walkers, horse-riders (including those leading horses) and pedal 
cyclists. (Blue arrows).
Restricted Byways are open to walkers, horse-riders, and drivers/riders of non-motorised 
vehicles (such as horse-drawn carriages and pedal cycles).  The category of Restricted byway 
was created by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW) 2000 (Plum arrows).
Byways open to all traffic (BOAT) are highways over which the public have a right of way 
for vehicular and other kinds of traffic, but which are used mainly for the purpose for which 
footpaths and bridleways are also used. (Red arrows)
You may also come across RUPPs (Road used as a public path). This classification is no 
longer used. Since 2006 (under the CROW Act 2000) they have generally been reclassified 
as Restricted Byways. (Interestingly Dorset did not have any RUPPs).
Footways (also known as pavements or footpaths) are the correct definition for a way or 
path for pedestrians, either level with, or raised and kerbed, alongside a highway.
For full details and further information, go to: http://www.ramblers.org.uk/advice/rights-of-
way-law-in-england-and-wales/basics-of-rights-of-way-law.aspx; or https://www.dorsetforyou.
com/article/393316/Rights-of-way-definitions   

Jan Wardell
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Wessex Wanderer – Keep on track with our Railway Walks

The Wessex Wanderer, public walks from stations on the Bristol – Weymouth railway line will continue 
for another season in 2015.  The first walk was on Saturday, 2 May with a historical flavour and was 

from Bristol Temple Meads. Because of electrification work in the middle of the season, there will be a 
long gap between mid-July to early September.  Fingers crossed that the works don’t overrun.  The last 
walk will be mid October.  The finalised programme can be read on www.wessexrailwaywalks.org.uk. 
Members of the South Dorset Group have received a hard copy with their last programme, but if you 
would like a programme for 2015, please send an SAE to Walks Co-Coordinator, 133 Conygre Grove, 
Filton, Bristol BS34 7HX.  It can also be found by the links from the Dorset Area and Group websites.

Every year the leaders have managed to include something different so that the programme retains its 
attractiveness to those who have supported it for over twenty years.  Several of the original leaders are 
still leading walks.  In 2014 there were professionally guided tours of Frome and Arnos Vale Cemetery.  I 
went on both and can vouch for the high standards of the tour guides.  Arnos Vale Cemetery is owned by 
Bristol City Council but leased on a peppercorn rent to the Cemetery Trust and is absolutely fascinating.  
The now unused crematorium houses a café and display area.  They run regular themed tours, details 
of which can be found on their website www.arnosvale.org.uk .

In the 2015 programme there are professionally guided walks of Bradford-upon-Avon and Dorchester.

The programme is financed by the four Ramblers Areas through which the line runs – Dorset, Wiltshire, 
Somerset and Avon plus a grant from the Heart of Wessex Community Rail Partnership.  Thank you to 
Dorset Area for its continued support.

The 2014 season benefitted from better weather.  There were 31 walks with an average of 16 per walk.  The 
walks still managed to reach 55 non-Ramblers members.  An interesting fact is that whether a Ramblers 
member or not, in 2014, 73 walkers went on their first WW walk.  Eleven Dorset Area members have led 
eight of the 31 walks.  Walks in Dorset are popular with those from the north and are usually well supported.

The co-ordination of the programme is organised by Ann Light from Avon Area.  The reunion for regular 
walkers and leaders is held early in the New Year and for the first time was centred on Westbury.  It is 
organised by Sylvia Popham of Avon Area.

At the end of each season all the leaders are invited to a meeting to review the past season and make 
plans for the future.  In November 2014 it was held in Maiden Newton Village which is very close to the 
railway station.

The WW walks are not just for Ramblers members and offer the opportunity for non-members to sample 
what we can offer.  It also fulfils the charitable aspect of the Ramblers.  If you have never tried a WW 
walk and live in the east, why not try some of the Dorchester, Upwey and Weymouth walks using the 

Waterloo – Weymouth train?

The first Wessex Wanderer walk was in l995, 
with seven walks and coordinated by Peter 
Gould, Avon Area.  Peter handed on to Susan 
Blake, Dorset Area, in 1999 and Susan handed 
on to Ann Light, Avon Area in 2011.  Ann will not 
be continuing after 2015 and, as yet, no new 
Co-Coordinator has been found.  So 2015 may 
be the end of the line for the Wessex Wanderer 
– so if you have never been on one of the walks, 
don’t leave it too late.

Susan Blake
Wessex Wanderer Leader 1997-2014

South Dorset Group

Home Farm House
Luxury Guest Accommodation

Wimborne St Giles, Dorset BH21 5NB

Jayne and Graham Rabone

Telephone: 01725 517338      
Email: contact@homefarmhousewsg.com

www.homefarmhousewsg.com      
Twitter: @HfHwsg

Drying Room and Home Cooking
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Changes to Rights of Way in Dorset

Orders affecting changes to the following rights of way have been confirmed since Issue 70 and 
effectively cover the period from January to April 2015.  If you would like more details please 

send a DL (9”x4¼”) stamped, self-addressed envelope marked ROW to the Area Footpath Secretary 
(address on page 11)
Note:  PINS is the abbreviation for the Planning Inspectorate – the Government agency that deals with 
opposed Orders which are seeking to either:-
• create, divert or extinguish rights of way 
• modify the definitive map and statement for an area 
They also deal with unopposed orders which require modification in some way.
Confirmed Orders  (# identifies any New Numbers)
Abbotsbury FP18 (part) 
and Abbotsbury FP45 (part):  (SWCP) Diversion (HA 1980, S119) and
Broadwindsor FP26 (part):  Diversion.  (HA 1980, S119)
Corfe Mullen BR46#: Modification to add bridleway, from BR45 to Lytchett Minster BR7.
Corscombe BR13 (part):  Diversion.  (HA 1980, S119)
Corscombe BR57:  Modification to upgrade to Restricted Byway.  (RB)
Long Bredy BR3;  Kingston Russell BR44 and Kingston Russell BR45: Modification to 

upgrade to RBs.
Marnhull FP103 (part): Diversion (HA 1980, S119)
Portesham FP4 (part):  Diversion.  (T&CPA 1990, S257) 
Portesham BR9 (part)  (RB46#); Portesham BR11: Portesham BR43: Winterborne Steepleton 

BR4 and Winterborne St Martin BR8: (SWCP, also known locally as 
South Dorset Ridgeway)  Modification to upgrade to RBs.

West Knighton FP8 (part) 
and West Knighton BR7 (part):  Diversion (T&CPA 1990, S257)

(Note that unless otherwise stated, the above Orders are also confirmed under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981(Section 53A (2))
Long Term Temporary Closures / Diversions go home for
(Note that unless otherwise stated, the following Orders are Under Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984: 
Section 14(1))
Beaminster FP32 (part):  From ST 499 016 for 10 metres, from 28.04.15 to 27.10.15.  Unsafe 

footbridge.  No alternative route.
Charminster FP1 (part):  From SY 679 927 to SY 679 926 from 11.05.15 for 26 weeks.  Works 

on road bridge and river bank.  Alternative route available.
Netherbury FP17:  at SY 4758 9641. From 14.05.15 to 13.11.15 river bank erosion 

undermined footpath. No alternative.
Osmington FPs 12 [1], 13 [2] 
and 8 [3]:  From 18.02.15 to 10.03.15, with a likely extension to 28.04.15.  [1] 

From SY 7353 8176 to SY 7358 8182: [2] From SY 73529 81755 to SY 
73526 81764 [3] From SY 7356 8176 to SY 73612 81759.  Watercourse 
improvement.  If the of *

Portesham BR11 (part) [1] 
and FP13 [2]:  from [1] SY 630 866 to SY 634 867 and [2] from SY 634 867 to SY 630 

857.  From 08.01.15 to 08.08.15 repairs due to collapsed badger sett.  
Alternative route available.

Studland FP3 (part):  From SZ 0392 8266 to SZ 0395 8266.  From 20.04.15 to 18.10.15.  Cliff 
fall damage.  Alternative route signed.

Swanage FP26 (part):  From SZ 0368 7862 to SZ 0388 7863.  From 01.11.14 to 01.05.15* RNLI 
Lifeboat station construction.  Alternative route signed.  (Omitted from 
last edition)

*Denotes work should be complete at time of publication.

(Note: Any person who uses or permits the use of the footpaths in contravention of any of the above 
orders will be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £1,000.)  

Jan Wardell



WALKING FOR HEALTH

You may have noticed in your Walk Magazine that there is often a reference 
to the Walking for Health Scheme (WfH).  This is run by the Ramblers and 

funded by Macmillan Cancer Care.  It is administered by a separate small 
WfH team, based in Ramblers Central Office, supported by three regional 
development officers.
WfH was started in the early 2000s by a family doctor who felt that many of 
his patients would benefit from regular exercise.  It was originally administered 
by the Countryside Agency before being outsourced to the Ramblers in 2012.  
Funding is in place until 2018.
The Ramblers are currently undertaking a fundamental review with the aim of introducing a new database 
in the spring.  Under the rules all WfH groups must be accredited, a process involving:
• Offering at least one walk a month which is no longer than 30 minutes in duration.
• No walk must be longer than 90 minutes long.
• The Group has a volunteer policy and Walks are Free
• Information about the Group must be kept up to date on the WfH website
• Attendance registers must be entered and kept up to date on the WfH database.
• The WfH brand is used correctly.
• All walks are risk assessed and a record kept of the route and potential hazards and how they might 

be overcome.
• All leaders must receive training from a Cascade Trainer
The success of the WfH has led to many walks exceeding 90 minutes which means that they are no 
longer eligible for accreditation.  In order to continue these longer walks outside WfH, links are being 
encouraged with existing Ramblers Groups.  In addition Ramblers Groups are also being encouraged 
to offer walks of under 5 miles for WfH walkers who would like to do more – they would, of course, have 
to join the Ramblers.
I trained to be a WfH Leader in 2002 in the Purbecks.  The Dorchester Strollers was formed in June 2003 
which coincided with my retirement.  For the past 8 years I have been the WfH Scheme Co-Ordinator.  I 
lead a walk on most Monday mornings.  The Dorchester Strollers is run entirely by volunteers and is self-
funding.  Most WfH schemes are run by paid co-ordinators from Councils or the Health Service.  I am a 
representative for the South West on the Scheme Co-Ordinators Advisory Group, of the representatives, 
there are only two Ramblers members.
WfH is ideal for someone recuperating from an illness or wanting to do a little walking but not many miles 
– or perhaps finding that they can no longer do the distances they used to – that’s me!  There is always 
a tea shop at the end of the walk.  Most scheme co-ordinators say that the socialising at the end of the 
walk is almost as important as the walk itself.
There are eight accredited Walking for Health Schemes in Dorset which are listed below.  Twice a year we 
have a Dorset Networking meeting – it has been at West Moors Country Park, Christchurch, Bournemouth 
and Dorchester. 
You can find details of the Dorset WfH Schemes at www.walkingforhealth.org.uk. Alternatively you can 
use the contact numbers below:

Bere Regis 01929 471180 Bridport 01305 252263
Christchurch 01202 495088 Dorchester 01305 263759
East Dorset 01425 470721  Poole 01202 261312
Swanage 01929 481000 Wareham 01929 552933

Why not see what a local Walking for Health Group does?  You might even enjoy 
it and decide to come out regularly to support us.  If more leaders are needed 
– why not volunteer? 

Susan Blake
South Dorset Group Member 

and Co-Ordinator for the Dorchester Strollers




